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Alberta Stream Watch Conservation Coalition 
 
Mission 
To protect and improve Alberta’s Eastern Slopes streams, fisheries and riparian areas 
through educational and enforcement programs.  
 
Overview of Stream Watch  
The Alberta Stream Watch Conservation Coalition (Stream Watch) is an unincorporated 
group of individuals and corporations who work cooperatively with Alberta Sustainable 
Resource Development (SRD) staff. Stream Watch raises money to pay for salaries and 
expenses of Seasonal Enforcement Officers who are supervised by permanent SRD Fish 
and Wildlife Officers.   
 
The Seasonal Enforcement Officers are hired from the Lethbridge College Conservation 
Enforcement program. They are employed from May to September each summer and 
work closely with people and companies who use the Eastern Slopes regions of Alberta. 
Their role is to assist in improving knowledge of angling and land-use regulations and to 
enforce regulations as required.  
 
Other conservation programs are sponsored by Stream Watch. (See Other Highlights and 
Programs on this site.) 
 
2009 Highlights 
Three Officer Assistants were hired, covering Oldman, Nordegg, and Rocky Mountain 
House regions. The primary purpose of regular patrols is to help protect fishery resources 
on specific river systems like North and South Ram, North Saskatchewan, Bighorn, 
Blackstone, Oldman, Livingstone and their tributaries. Collectively, student officers 
made over 900 face-to-face contacts with resource users. 
 
In 2009, Alberta Justice directed $27,612 in fines to Stream Watch from area fish and 
wildlife violations. In 2009, we continued to work with the Alberta Conservation 
Association on a three-year bull trout study on the Ram and Falls Creek river systems. In 
the fall of 2007, the program started with a field assessment of the spawning run. Lower 
Falls Creek was walked, angled and snorkeled to complete redd surveys. In 2008, genetic 
samples were collected from the Ram and North Saskatchewan and some Falls Creek bull 
trout were radio telemetry implanted to determine overwintering locations. The project 
final report will completed in 2010. (See fish implant in photos.) 
 
History   
The Alberta Stream Watch Conservation Coalition (Stream Watch) was started in 2002 
by the Red Deer Chapter of Trout Unlimited Canada (TUC). Some TU members were 
concerned about the impact on streams and fisheries from increased outdoor recreational 
activities in West Central Alberta. There was also increased industrial activity in Eastern 
Slopes areas which increased human traffic directly from workers and from increased 
access from new roads and trails. However, government funding for on-the-ground SRD 
enforcement staff had not kept pace.  
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Specific issues observed by TU members were: 

·  Apparent increases in poaching 
·  Increased sedimentation and erosion in streams resulting from OHV traffic  
·  Loss of fish habitat resulting from stream abuse  
·  Loss of riparian and upland vegetation from OHV use and abuse  

  
The Stream Watch founders approached oil and natural gas companies operating in the 
area to provide some of the funding for the program. Initial funding came from Northrock 
Resources, Talisman Energy, Aspire Energy Resources and TCI. In the last four years 
Petro Canada, Shell, Suncor, CAPP, Canadian Natural Resources, Peyto Exploration, 
Grande Cache Coals, Encana, Conoco Philips, Milner Power, Coal Valley Resources, 
Hinton Oilfield Services, Marcal Energy, Hinton Wood Products and Foothills Forest 
Products have become involved.  
 
Goals  
The goals of Stream Watch are to:  

1) Improve awareness and knowledge levels of Eastern Slopes users regarding 
fisheries management and habitat protection through enhanced educational 
programs.   

2) Protect fisheries and improve the quality of fisheries in Eastern Slopes streams.   
3) Reduce illegal harvest of fish in Eastern Slopes streams.  
4) Ensure there are sustainable angling opportunities today and in the future.  
5) Improve streambanks and streambeds in Eastern Slopes streams.  
6) Improve riparian and upland habitat in the Eastern Slopes.  

 
Objectives 
To meet these goals, the Seasonal Enforcement Officers provided by Stream Watch will 
conduct educational activities in the Eastern Slopes that:  

1) Improve knowledge of angling regulations and fisheries management in Eastern 
Slopes streams.  

2) Contribute to increasing knowledge about Eastern Slopes fisheries by cooperating 
with research agencies like the Alberta Conservation Association (ACA).  

3) Improve public and corporate awareness of the need for protection of streams, 
riparian areas and fisheries.  

4) Where needed, enhance enforcement of regulations aimed at protection of 
streams, riparian areas and fisheries.  

5) Improve knowledge of responsible off-highway vehicle (OHV) use. 
6) Increase the use of Report a Poacher program.  
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Stream Watch general activities  
To ensure the goals are met, Stream Watch will:  

1) Raise funds to pay for Stream Watch programs including hiring of Seasonal 
Enforcement Officers. 

2) Work closely with SRD managers and Fish and Wildlife Officers to hire Seasonal 
Enforcement Officers to work in Eastern Slopes regions from May through 
September.  

3) Work with corporations and recreational user groups to promote Stream Watch 
and its mission.  

4) Be advocates for the well being of trout and trout streams and to promote the 
benefits of healthy trout streams with government agencies, user groups and 
corporations.  

5) Cooperate in (or initiate) other environmental and fisheries management programs 
as deemed necessary and in cooperation with SRD, industry and user groups.  

 
Officer Assistants (Seasonal Enforcement Officers) 
The Stream Watch program primarily uses students or recent graduates from the 
Lethbridge College Conservation Enforcement program. The positions are funded 
through Stream Watch, but the Seasonal Enforcement Officers are hired by SRD to work 
under the supervision of SRD staff, specifically Fish and Wildlife Officers. 
 
The seasonal officers are in uniform and are provided with a truck and a quad. They carry 
the title of Officer Assistant. In 2009, the program had three officer assistants covering 
the Eastern Slopes from Nordegg down to Waterton. The Seasonal Enforcement Officers 
hand out educational material, erect signs, administer creel surveys and assist in overall 
enforcement in these areas. The seasonal officers have power to issue tickets and court 
summons, search and seize property. They are not armed and cannot make arrests.  
 
Officer Assistant Duties 
Officers are involved in a range of activities when on active duty. Typically these 
activities combine active patrols with education and enforcement.   
 
Seasonal officers patrol designated areas fish-producing tributaries on the eastern slopes 
in marked vehicles, on ATVs, on foot and, when conditions allow in kayaks.   
 
Education is a big component of the Stream Watch program. Seasonal officers are 
involved in the following day-to-day activities.  

·  Posting informative signs at access points along the river systems 
·  Providing pamphlets and providing tips on fish identification  
·  Providing the Alberta fishing regulations to anglers  
·  Meeting and talking with anglers through angler spot checks 
·  Explaining the Report a Poacher hotline to the public 
·  Explaining how all recreational users can help conserve the resource 
·  Increase OHV users knowledge of responsible operation in and around streams 
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Enforcement is also a part of the program. They work along side local Fish and Wildlife 
Officers to gain experience and work as a team on some investigations. The seasonal 
officers issue violation tickets and warnings to those committing offences. All fishing 
regulation incidents are logged on the Fish and Wildlife database system.  
 
Falls Creek Project 
In 2004, Stream Watch began work on the Falls Creek reclamation project. Falls Creek is 
located south west of Rocky Mountain House and is a tributary of the South Ram River. 
The area is heavily used by motorized and non-motorized users and has been described as 
a “poster child” for what should not happen to the streams and environment. Stream 
Watch funding came from the special prosecutions branch of Alberta Justice in the form 
of $75,000 of a $100,000 fine levied against an industrial user. The purpose of this 
project is to provide reclamation work as well as long term direction and planning to 
continue to accommodate existing and future users of the area. In this program Stream 
Watch is working with Falls Creek Conservation Society.  
 
CAPP Initiative  
In 2004, Stream Watch worked with the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers 
(CAPP) to produce a pamphlet entitled Responsible Recreational Land Use in Alberta’s 
Backcountry (copy enclosed.) CAPP recognizes that as responsible industrial developers 
of this region they need to help encourage stewardship from public users of the eastern 
slopes of West Central Alberta. CAPP recognizes that the impact associated with 
secondary public use on industrial access routes is difficult to control so further work and 
study is required. In addition to the pamphlet, CAPP and Stream Watch will be working 
on other education materials, forums, seminars and projects aimed at reducing the 
irresponsible behaviors that might, in the future, lead to a reduction in access for all users.    
 
Encana and Conoco Philips Brochure 
In 2008, Stream Watch, with funding from Encana and Conoco Philips, produced a 
handout pamphlet called “Please Don’t Squish the Baby Fish” to alert OHV users 
to avoid streambed areas where spawning fish have laid their eggs. The material 
has been very well received and is now being used on Alberta Government websites. 
 
Fisherman Stewardship Initiative 
In 2004, Stream Watch initiated a fisherman stewardship program to encourage 
fishermen to become true stewards of the rivers they fish. The unfortunate reality is that 
the Alberta Government, by itself, cannot be relied upon to protect our fisheries. Health 
care and education priorities dominate funding increases and SRD is going to struggle to 
get more dollars for fisheries and enforcement. Fishermen cannot afford to sit and wait 
for the government to do it, so it is necessary to get involved and work with all the other 
stakeholders to protect the eastern slopes fishery and environment in general. By asking 
for financial commitment we want all fishermen to be and feel part of future solutions in 
the eastern slope fishery.  
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Conclusion  
The Alberta Stream Watch Conservation Coalition’s mandate is to protect and enhance 
the Eastern Slopes fishery and surrounding environment. Through partnering and 
cooperation with government, industrial developers, other stakeholders and area 
fishermen we are achieving positive outcomes. We will continue to encourage the 
Alberta Government to commit more on-the-ground funding and legislative support 
to preserve and protect this valuable resource for future generations.  
 
Primary Stream Watch Contact Information 
 

 Phone Fax 
Barry Mitchell  (403) 347-5079 (403) 341-5454 
TomWiseman (403) 263-7399 (403) 263-6352   

Allan Caldwell (403) 381-1619  
 
 
Supporting Groups and Contacts   

 
Trout Unlimited Canada                  

 
Brian Meagher and Lorne Hutchison 

Central Alberta Chapter, TUC Barry Mitchell  
Oldman River Chapter, TUC Allan Caldwell  

Alberta Sustainable 
Resource Development  

The Hon. Ted Morton, Minister  
Craig Quintilio, ADM, Public Lands 
Deryl J. Empson, Director, Enforcement Field Services  
Branch  
Kevin Stalker, Fish and Wildlife Enforcement Manager   
Bill Peters, Fish and Wildlife Enforcement Manager   
Dave Christiansen, Fish and Wildlife Manager 
Butch Shenfield, Forestry Manager 
Rob Popowich, Land and Range Manager 

Alberta Environment Cailee Hicks, Senior Integration Advisor 
Alberta Conservation 

Association  
Kevin Gardiner, Mike Rodtka 

Alberta Justice  Susan McRory, Environmental Coordinator, Special 
Prosecutions 

Canadian Association of 
Petroleum  Producers 

Shira Mulloy, Manager Stewardship  
Brad Herald, Environmental Advisor 
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Major Industrial Sponsors   
 

Talisman Energy  
 
Bob Redgate  

Encana Patsy Vik 
Grande Cache Coals                          

Coal Valley Resources  
Petro Canada Dave Taylor, John Kerhoven 

Suncor Energy Foundation Lori Gammell 
Canadian Natural Resources              

Peyto Exploration  
Shell Canada  

Total Combustion, Inc. Tom Wiseman 
Conoco Philips                                   

Hinton Oilfield Service  
Cavern Oils Ltd                                  

Wel-Can Welding Barry Simpson 
Foothills Forest Products                    

Milner Power    
Elk Valley Resources                         

Weyerhaeuser Canada  
Hinton Wood Products  
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Alberta Stream Watch Conservation Coalition 
Financial report for 2009  
 
 

Alberta Stream Watch Conservation Coalition 
2009 Operating Results to November 30, 2009 
 2009 Seasonal 

Officer 
Program     

Falls Creek 
Project  

Income     
Alberta Justice                        26,612                                                 19,700 

Sponsor Funding   32,490  
Trout Unlimited                       7,000  

Fishermen stewards  261  
Other  0  
Total  $67,363                                                $19,700 

   
Expenses    

Students & Wages                 70,000                      0 
 Projects, Signs, Equip          
Vehicles, Travel, Gas  

746                                       9.213 

General & Admin                     2,678                                             146 
Insurance 359  

Total  73,778  
Balance  <$6,415>  10,341                                             

 
 

2010 Budget 
 

Alberta Stream Watch Conservation Coalition 
 
 2010 Seasonal 

Officer 
Program     

Falls Creek 
Project  

Students & Wages                 90,000 0 
Projects, Signs, Equip       2,000 8,900 
Vehicles, Travel, Gas 8,000 800 

General & Admin                     1,500 300 
Insurance 1,500 0 

Total $103,000 0 
Funds required in 2010                         $103,000 0 
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Stream Watch in Action  
The officer assistant in these photos is Jeff Cox during a typical Stream Watch day in the 
upper Oldman drainage.  
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